
 

   

Custer County 

P. O. Box 360 

Westcliffe, Colorado 81252 

PH: (719)783-2514 FAX: (719)783-0908 

E-mail: coopext_custer@mail.colostate.edu 

Website: www.custercountygov.com/ext 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CusterCountyCO4H  

As most of you have Facebook, we are becoming more interactive on our local Facebook 

page.  Like this page and share it with other Custer County 4-H members and watch it for 

important updates, events and reminders. 

2017 FEBRUARY Custer County Courthouse closures: 
Monday, February 20th, 2017 for Presidents Day. 

We would like to express our gratitude to the Sangre Shooting Sports Range for their continued support of our 4-H 
Shooting Sports Firearms program.  Our youth adhere to their safety rules and practice good sportsmanship when using 
the range.  It is a pleasure to utilize the range that supports our youth!  Thank you! 

4-H Project Manuals & Record Books – 4-H Project Literature has been ordered.  Every 4-H family will 

receive a letter with their project information listed and any costs associated with their projects and enrollment fees.  

Please check your mail and respond appropriately with fees due and any changes or corrections to your projects if 

needed.  We hope to have ALL books bundled and ready to pick up no later than February 6th.  If you have recently 

added a project, the books for THAT project will come a little later as we are waiting a bit longer for any other members 

who have add/drop changes to make before placing a second literature order. 

If you have any record book or literature questions, please stop by the Extension Office or give us a call. 

CALLING ALL DOG SHOWMEN: Sue Roberts has shared information on 4-H Dog Training Classes in Fremont County.  

The Fremont County Dog Leader has graciously invited our dog project members to join her classes on Wednesday 

evenings. The Leader is Margie McNew and her phone number is 719-429-5573 or you can email her at 

mmmcnew64@gmail.com.  Margie’s classes are EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT.  Beginner dogs or kids class starts at 6:30 

P.M. and the Advanced class meets at 7:30 P.M.  Classes are held at the Fremont County Fairgrounds.  If you choose to 

join one of Margie’s classes, please remember that we are invited guests to her classes. You need to be on-time and 

prepared. You will need to have a Show Lead, Training Treats and any other necessary supplies or equipment when you 

arrive.  We recommend that you contact Margie if you have any questions about the proper equipment or supplies 

needed before your first class.   

Local Resource Leader Katlyn Freeburg has also offered to help dog project kids as well.  If you would like contact 

information for Katlyn, Please call extension. 

http://www.custercountygov.com/ext
https://www.facebook.com/CusterCountyCO4H
mailto:mmmcnew64@gmail.com


 

CLUB NEWS: WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR CLUB? 

TRIPLE C CLOVERS 

LEADER: Sara Shields 

TELEPHONE: 719-783-9798 

MEETING TIME & PLACE: All Regular Meetings will be the 1st Sunday of each month at 1:00 P.M. at the Ranchers 
Roost Meeting Room. 

 OFFICERS: 
 President- Lindsey Gillmore 
 Vice President- Kaya Huffman 
 Secretary- Makynna Reiff 
 Treasurer- Keli Smith 
 Historians- Shelby Murphey, Kyleigh Martin, Ronja Sutinen 

 

SILVER SPURS 

LEADER: Janet Freeburg      CO-LEADER: Marci Wommack        

TELEPHONE:  Janet: 719-783-2136   Marci: 719-371-1508      

MEETING TIME & PLACE: Regular Meetings will be the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 4:15 P.M. in the Annex Building 

There will be NO February Meeting.  The March Meeting date will also change.  The new date is TBD. 

 OFFICERS: 

 President-Grace Watkins 

 Secretary-Scott Freeburg 

 Treasurer- Justice Saraceno 

 Vice President Candidates- Hannah Kennedy and Dalton Wommack 

TRAILBLAZERS 

LEADER: Alisha Shy 

TELEPHONE: 719-783-2399 

MEETING TIME & PLACE: All Regular Meetings will be the 1st Sunday of each Month at 1:00 p.m. at the Courthouse. 
MEET AT THE BACK DOOR. Please be on time, doors will lock at 1:10 p.m. 

 OFFICERS: 

 President-Cameron Penkoff 

 Vice President-Ben Penkoff 

 Secretary-Emma Rusk 

 Treasurer-Brylee Shy 

CLOVERBUDS: 

Leader: Brianna Evert 719-371-4839 

Next Meeting will be Friday February 10th, at 11:00 a.m. in the Courthouse Basement. 

NOTES TO LEADERS: Please have your designated club officers contact the Extension Office with any club information that needs 

to be in the upcoming newsletters.  Please have that information into the Extension Office no later than the 25th of the month.  

 



Custer County Important Event Dates: 

4-H PUBLIC SPEAKING PRACTICES:  We will start practices at the Courthouse Basement on February 27th 

and will continue EVERY Monday at 4:15 p.m. for 6 weeks except for Monday March 20, 2017 which falls on 

Spring Break.  Please Enter through the BACK DOOR, if it is locked KNOCK LOUDLY. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING EVENT:  Scheduled for April 13, 2017.  Time and location details TBD. 

SHOOTING SPORTS SCHEDULES: FIREARMS ONLY: Mandatory Safety meeting for Shooting 

Sports Firearms will be from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on March 10th, 2017 at the Catholic Church Parish Hall 

(Enter through the West Doors).   

IF YOU CANNOT MAKE THIS SAFETY MEETING YOU MUST LET THE EXTENSION 

OFFICE KNOW BY MARCH 6TH, 2017. 

SHOOTING SPORTS FIREARMS MEETING REQUIREMENTS:  You will be required to attend 10 of your 

15 scheduled practices in order to qualify to compete at the County or State Shoot.  Practices will be held at 

the SDC Shooting Sports Range. 

.22 RIFLE SHOOTING SPORTS PRACTICE:  Practices start on March 31st at 9:00 a.m. and will go until 

noon at the SDC Shooting Sports Range.  Practices will be every Friday following first practice. 

HUNTER’S EDUCATION CLASS: March 4th & 5th. See Flyer in Attachments for Details! 

**HUNTER’S EDUCATION IS MANDATORY FOR ALL 4-H ARCHERY AND FIREARMS PARTICIPANTS** 

ARCHERY SHOOTING SPORTS: Meeting and practice information is TBD. 

CUSTER COUNTY 4-H CAMP:  The 2017 Camp will be held on Saturday April 22nd.  Time and Location TBD. 

4-H CARNIVAL 
This Year’s Carnival is set for March 14th at 4:30 P.M. 

at the CCHS West Gym.  We hope to see you all there!!! 

2017 TRUCK RAFFLE 

We have received notice that the Rocky Mountain Local Ford Stores are donating a 2017 Ford F-150 truck to 

the 4-H Foundation for our annual raffle. This is the 10th truck they have provided.  The 2016 raffle grossed 

$155,000.  Let’s set a goal of raising $200,000 in 2017.   

Custer County Leaders, Parents and 4-H Members: Let’s gear up for another fantastic year of selling Truck 

Raffle Tickets!! 



Are you interested in a 4-H market livestock project, but need some financial assistance?  The 

Custer County 4-H Foundation is offering a micro-loan that will fund: (2) Meat Pen Rabbits at $100 each loan, Swine, 

Sheep, and Goat for $500 each.  You MUST be a Custer County 4-H Foundation Member in order to apply for the 

Foundation Micro-Loan.  Beef are funded under the Custer County Cattlewomen Micro-Loan and any 4-H or FFA 

Member can apply for the beef micro-loan.  Please ask the Extension Office for more information or fill out an 

application today!  Applications for the Small Animal Livestock Foundation micro-loan are due March 15th.     

Look for Foundation Membership information and Application in the attachments of this newsletter.   

Meat Quality Assurance: FEBRUARY 19TH @ 1:00 P.M. AT THE SADDLE CLUB BLDG. 

MQA Will Be Required Yearly For ALL 4-H & FFA Market Livestock Members!! 

MQA Training along with the New Feed Directive Training will be on February 19th @ 1:00 P.M. at the Saddle 

Club Building.  (The previous rule was that first-year members attend the class and they were to attend again 

when they turned 14).  Please note that ALL 4-H & FFA Market Livestock participants will be required to 

attend a MQA CLASS EVERY YEAR that they are enrolled in a market livestock project from 2017 forward! 

BREEDING BEEF:  Would you be interested in a Breeding Prospect Heifer class at our County Fair?  If so, 

contact us at the Extension Office and let us know that you are interested. Remember, the deadline to Add 

this project is May 1st, 2017, However, you will want your heifer before this date.  

MARKET BEEF EXHIBITORS: WOW!! 17 MARKET STEERS weighed and tagged-in at the January Official 

Market Steer weigh-in.  Congratulations to the 4-H and FFA members that helped to bring up the numbers in 

the Beef barn for the 2017 Custer County Fair.  We are really excited to see ALL of our exhibit buildings FULL!! 

MARKET & BREEDING SMALL LIVESTOCK (LAMB, SWINE, GOATS): We are quickly approaching March 

which is when you need to be buying your animals for the County and State Fair.  Are you new to livestock showing?  

Have you contacted a breeder to purchase your Lambs, Pigs or Goats?  Many breeders for these species have a waiting 

list and it’s first come first serve.  If you have not contacted a breeder yet, you need to.  If you NEED names and contact 

information for breeder’s you can call  us at the Extension Office for a list of breeders for your species.  DO NOT WAIT 

UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE OR YOU WILL MISS OUT! These species SELL OUT FAST at reputable breeding farms. 

SMALL ANIMAL MARKET LIVESTOCK WEIGH-IN usually happens in Mid-April for Custer County.  As 

soon as we have a set date from the Fair Board we will get that information out to you. 

STATE FAIR LIVESTOCK EXHIBITORS: RETINAL SCANS 
If you have animals that will require retinal scans you will need to take them to Fremont County this year.   
RETINAL SCAN INFORMATION:  

Cost is $5.00 per scan. 
LOCATION: Fremont County Fairgrounds 
Sheep – Saturday, May 13 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
Goats – Saturday, May 13 beginning at 9:30 a.m. 



For a list of ALL upcoming Colorado 4-H Events go to the link below: 
http://www.colorado4h.org/events_opportunities/index.php  
IF YOU WANT TO ATTEND ANY 4-H RELATED CAMPS THE CUSTER COUNTY 4-H FOUNDATION WILL PAY FOR 75% OF 
ENROLLMENT FEES FOR FOUNDATION MEMBERS AND 25% OF ENROLLMENT FEES FOR NON-MEMBERS.  LOOK FOR 
FOUNDATION INFORMATION IN THE ATTACHMENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 

Youthfest: February 10-12, 2017: The Colorado State 4-H Senate Officer Team plans and conducts this 

camp for 4-H members ages 9-13. This event usually happens in February. 4-H members must be between 9 and 13 
years of age as of December 31 of the current enrollment year. The purpose of this camp is to provide an opportunity 
for youth to learn teamwork, leadership, communication, and citizenship skills through a variety of workshops. 
Registration is through 4HOnline. Registration for this event opens up towards the end of December. 

http://www.colorado4h.org/events_opportunities/youthfest/youthfest.pdf  

Look at the bottom of this newsletter for the Youthfest community service project 
information and MORE!! 

The Judging Experience: Colorado Livestock Judging Clinic: February 25th & 26th at the 
Morgan County Fairgrounds!  Registration Deadline: February 1st, 2016.   

SEE THEIR FLYER FOR DETAILS IN THE ATTACHEMENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER! 

COMPANION, MARKET AND BREEDING RABBIT MEMBERS: There is a 4-H Rabbit Camp scheduled for 

March 3-5, 2017 at the La Plata County Fairgrounds, in Durango Colorado! All 4-H Members are invited.  

Registrations are due to LaPlata County by February 22nd, 2017.  
Registration Details and Costs can be found in the attachments at the end of this newsletter. 

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT RETEREAT: March 17th -19th, 2017: 
New Location: Golden Bell Camp and Conference Center (380 Co Rd 512, Divide, CO 80814) 
Cost: $140 (not including any additional county fees) 
Ages: 13-18 
General Activities: Workshops, games, recreation (pool, game room, etc), dance, ice cream social, district and South 
Central elections 
 
REGISTRATION OPENS: February 1, 2017 GO TO  https://co.4honline.com  
REGISTRATON CLOSES: February 28, 2017 (NO LATE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED) 

CAMP CHECK-IN: Friday March 17, 2017 from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

CAMP CHECK-OUT: Sunday March 19, 2017 at 10:30 A.M. 

**IMPORTANT**  If you plan to attend District Retreat you need to let the Extension Office know so that we can send 

you additional paperwork to fill out.  If you plan to utilize the Custer County 4-H Foundation Scholarship, please let me 

know so that I can send you the scholarship paperwork.  This is a wonderful Scholarship to take advantage of.  If your 

family is a member of Foundation you will get 75% of your camp registration paid for.  If you are a non-member 

Foundation will still pay for 25% of your camp registration fees. CALL US AT 719-783-2514 OR EMAIL: 

coopext_custer@mail.colostate.edu .  
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Congratulations to Grace Watkins on being selected through an interview process to be one of the seven Colorado 
State Delegates who will attend the National 4-H Conference in March 2017.  This is a HUGE accomplishment for Grace 
and for Custer County.  We are excited that Grace will be representing us and the State of Colorado at the National 
Level!!   

NATIONAL WESTERN STOCK SHOW, DENVER: CUSTER COUNTY EXHIBITORS 
BEEF 

Novice Showmen Devynne Schoch & Sheyenne Shy are back from the National Western Stock Show!!  They 
participated in the Open Prospect Steer Show in Denver this year and it was a first for each of them. Devynne had an 8th 

Place Steer in Class 12, 773 lbs.-779 lbs.  
Sheyenne had a 10th Place Steer in Class 5, 682 lbs.-689 lb. 

SWINE 
Seasoned Showman Lindsey Gillmore placed 5th in the Intermediate Showman-Class 8 (13-16 years old). Lindsey also 

had a 9th place, Class 16-Medium Weight Crossbreed. 

LAMBS 
Seasoned Showman Grace Watkins had a 10th place, Class 7-Blackface-lightweight lamb and a 5th place-Speckle Face 

Crossbreed Lamb. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR NWSS EXHIBITORS… WE COULDN’T BE MORE PROUD OF YOU GIRLS!! 

 
ACADEMIC: Justice Saraceno is in the top 99% of academic ranking for High School Students.  To add to this outstanding 
accomplishment, Justice is only 13 years old. 
 

 
CCMS BAND MEMBERS: Local 4-H Members Morgan Foster, Kyleigh Martin,  Kaya Huffman & Sheyenne Shy were each 
selected to play in the Middle School Honor Band.  What a prestigious invitation! We are proud to have you girls in our   
Custer County 4-H family! 
 

 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE SOME SPOTLIGHT NEWS TO SHARE?  LET US KNOW SO WE CAN INCLUDE YOU IN THE NEXT SPOTLIGHT!! 

 



 

PAST CAMP RECOUNTS & EXPERIENCES: Grace attended the Leadership Development 
Conference (LDC) in Denver.  Below you can read all about Grace’s trip to the Capital!  

For the second year, I had the distinct honor to attend the Leadership Development Conference (LDC) and Colorado 4-H 
Day at the Capitol from January 28-30, 2017.  On Saturday, I attended the District 13 meeting, Senate meeting and 
Legislative General Session.  During the evening, the Recognition Banquet, dance and movie were held. On Sunday, 
additional Legislative meetings were conducted including debates on current issues such as Gun Control, Texting and 
Driving, Veterinary Feed Initiative and Hunter Safety. My team and I debated the pros of Concealed Carry in Schools;  
and yes, we won by a landslide for our views presented. Sunday evening, I had a great time with the Chaffee County 
delegation at "Escape Works" and would highly recommend the adventure.  On Monday, we joined Kevin Grantham, our 
Colorado Senate President, in the Old Supreme Court Chambers for photos and the 4-H Proclamation with the Senate 
and the House.  Finally, I want to especially thank Fremont County for transportation and hotel accommodations with 
their delegation.  I enjoy so very much the fellowship with Chaffee and Fremont 4-Hers, their Extension Agents and 
chaperones.  You always make me feel like a part of your teams! I strongly encourage Custer County 4-Hers to attend 
events like LDC and the upcoming South Central District Retreat in March by utilizing scholarships available through our 
local Custer County 4-H Foundation. 
 

Until my next adventure, 

 

Grace Watkins 

  

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays! 
Grant Rusk  

Lauren Flynn  

Brenden Murphey  

Hunter Williams  

Emma Rusk  

Brooke Bomgardner  

Ty Bomgardner  

Blitz Coleman  

JD Morris  

Bailey Sluder  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You ALL for being a part of our Custer County 4-H Family!!! 

 Colorado State University, U. S. Department of Agriculture and Colorado counties cooperating.  Extension programs are available to all without discrimination. 

Individuals requiring special accommodations to participate in any activity, program or service should notify the program coordinator at least 5 business days 

prior to the scheduled event. 

 



 

 



  



 



  

Contact the Extension Office for an application if you would like to attend! 



CUSTER COUNTY 4-H FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP 

 

The Custer County 4-H Foundation has been in existence since 1965 with the same mission; to 

administer and make funds available in the form of scholarships for various 4-H educational 

purposes and activities that will best meet the needs of the interest in 4-H work.  They cooperate 

with all individuals, groups, institutions, or organizations whose purposes are in accord with the 

objectives of the Colorado 4-H Foundation.  They also sponsor the annual awards ceremony to 

honor all 4-H members, leaders, families, and volunteers who contribute to the 4-H program.   

Membership is for the family members under age 18 or (19 if still enrolled in 4-H of the current 

year) and the parents.  Membership dues are $25.00.  Membership runs from January 1 to 

December 31.  Membership dues are due by January 31. 

Scholarship policy:  If you are a member of the Foundation 75% of your camp/conference cost 

may be covered by the Foundation.  Only 25% will be covered if you are not a member.  Adult 

fees (50% if a member) may be covered if the Extension Agent is unable to attend.   

 
Custer County 4-H Foundation 

P. O. Box 360 
Westcliffe, CO 81252 

 

 

 

Thank You 

  



CUSTER COUNTY 4-H FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP 

 

Membership is for the family members under the age of 18 or (19 if still enrolled in 4-H of the current year) and their 

parents. 

Membership dues are $25.00 per family per year. 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31 of the current 4-H year. 

Membership dues are due by January 31. 

Scholarship policy:  If you are a member of the Foundation 75% of your camp/conference cost may be covered by the 

Foundation.  Only 25% will be covered if you are not a member.  Adult fees (50% if a member) may be covered if the 

Extension Agent is unable to attend. 

Send payment and form to: 

Custer County 4-H Foundation 

P. O. Box 360 

Westcliffe, CO 81252 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Email is the preferred method to notify members) 

Amount Paid ________________________________ 

Donation ___________________________________ 

 

 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  



  


