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Saving Lives and Property through 
Advance Planning

Colorado’s fi re season is year round, which means 
that both fi refi ghters and residents have to be on 

heightened alert for the threat of wildfi re at all times.

Colorado’s fi refi ghters take every precaution to 
help protect you and your property from a wildfi re. 
Residents need to do the same. Successfully 
preparing for a wildfi re requires you to take personal 
responsibility for protecting yourself, your family and 
your property. During a major wildfi re, there simply 
will not be enough fi re engines or fi refi ghters to 
defend every home, so residents must become part 
of the solution.  Studies show as many as 80 percent 
of the homes lost to wildland fi res could have been 
saved if their owners had followed simple fire-safe 
practices. 

If your home borders, or sits within two miles of, a 
natural area, what fi refi ghters call the Wildland-Urban 
Interface (WUI), you are at risk from a wildfi re. And, 
if you live within one mile of a natural area, you live 
in the Ember Zone. Homes in the Ember Zone are at 
risk from wind-driven embers from a wildfi re. Recent 
fi res have resulted in entire neighborhoods being 
destroyed by fi res started by embers, not the wildfi re 
itself.

This publication will help guide you through the 
process of making your home resistant to wildfi res 
and your family ready to leave early and safely. We 
call this process, “Ready, Set, Go!”

You will learn about the Ember Zone and how to 
retrofi t your home with ignition resistant features. 
We’ll show you the importance of having defensible 
space around your home and the preparations you 
need to make so you can leave early, evacuating well 
ahead of the fi re.

Community Wildfi re Readiness (CWR) provides local 
residents, fi re and emergency responders, business 
owners, builders, civic groups and leaders, and 
local offi cials the tools, resources, guidance, and 
support to prepare for the threat of wildland fi re. CWR 
resources help to create a collaborative community 
where all parties are involved in successfully adapting 
to their wildland fi re challenge. Visit www.iafc.org/www.iafc.org/
CWRCWR for resources and more information.

Fire is, and always has been, a natural part of the 
beautiful area where we’ve chosen to live. Wildfi res, 
fueled by a build-up of dry vegetation and driven by 
hot, dry winds, are extremely dangerous and almost 
impossible to control. Many residents have built their 
homes and landscaped without fully understanding 
the impact a fi re could have on them. This publication 
will help you prepare your home so you can leave 
early, confi dent that you’ve done everything you 
reasonably can to protect your home.

It’s not a question of if, but when, the next wildfi re It’s not a question of if, but when, the next wildfi re 
will occur. will occur. That’s why the most important person 
protecting your life and property is you. With advance 
planning and preparation, you can dramatically 
increase your safety and the survivability of your 
property.
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Now, Get Ready, Now, Get Ready, 
Get Set, Go!Get Set, Go!
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Making Your Home Fire Resistant Making Your Home Fire Resistant 

Construction materials and the quality of the defensible space surrounding the structure are what increases 
the chance of survival in a wildland fi re. Embers from a wildland fi re will fi nd the weak spot in your home’s 

fi re protection scheme and can easily catch because of small, overlooked, or seemingly inconsequential 
factors. Below are some measures you can take to safeguard your home.

BALCONIES and DECKS                                                  
Embers can collect in or on combustible surfaces, or beneath decks 
and balconies, igniting the material and entering the home through walls 
or windows.
To harden your home even further, consider protecting your home with a 
residential fi re sprinkler system. In addition to extinguishing a fi re started 
by an ember that enters your home, a sprinkler system can help protect 
you and your family year-round from any home fi re.

ROOFS                                                                            
Roofs are the most vulnerable surface where embers land because they 
become lodged and can start a fi re. Roof valleys, open ends of barrel 
tiles, and rain gutters are all points of entry.

EAVES                                                                              
Embers can gather under open eaves and ignite combustible material.

VENTS                                                                                  
Embers can enter the attic or other concealed spaces and ignite 
combustible materials. Vents in eaves and cornices are particularly 
vulnerable, as are any unscreened vents.

WALLS and FENCING                                                      
Combustible siding or other combustible/overlapping materials provide 
surfaces and crevices for embers to nestle and ignite. Combustible 
fencing can become engulfed and, if attached to the home’s siding, can 
carry the fi re right to the home.

WINDOWS and DOORS                                                      
Embers can enter gaps in doors, including garage doors. 
Plants or combustible storage near windows can be ignited from 
embers and generate heat that can break windows and/or melt 
combustible frames.

Residential Fire Sprinkler System

Gutter Guards or Screens

Enclosed Eaves

Screened Vents

Noncombustible Fencing

Windows Clear of Vegetation

Ready, Set, Go! begins with a house 
that fi refi ghters can defend.

A home within one mile of a natural area is 
considered a part of an ember zone, where wind-
driven embers can be a risk to your property. You 
and your home must be prepared well before a 
fi re occurs. Ember fi res can destroy homes or 
neighborhoods far from the actual front of the fi re.

Defensible space works!Defensible space works!
If you live next to a dense vegetation area, the Wildland-
Urban Interface (WUI), you should provide fi refi ghters 
with the defensible space they need to protect your 
home. Create a buffer zone by removing weeds, brush, 
and other vegetation. This helps keep the fi re away from 
your home and reduces the risk from flying embers. 

HARDEN YOUR HOMEHARDEN YOUR HOME
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Create Defensible SpaceCreate Defensible Space
Zone 3

(100-200 feet)

Zone 1
(0-30 feet)

Zone 2
(30-100 feet)

Defensible space is the space between 
a structure and the wildland area 

that, under normal conditions, creates a 
suffi cient buffer to slow or halt the spread 
of fi re to a structure. It protects the home 
from igniting due to direct flame or radiant 
heat. Defensible space is essential to help 
protect a structure during a wildland fi re. 
Defensible space is made up of three 
zones around your home; Zone 1: 0-30ft, 
Zone 2: 30-100ft, and Zone 3: 100-200ft. 
Follow the advice under each zone to help 
protect your home.

Zone 1Zone 1
This zone, which consists of an area of 0 to 30 feet around the structure, features the most intense modifi cation 
and treatment. This distance is measured from the outside edge of the home’s eaves and any attached 
structures, such as decks. 

Limit vegetation within this zone to species on Colorado State University’s Firewise Plant Materials list 
(http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/natres/06305.pdfhttp://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/natres/06305.pdf). Do not plant directly beneath windows or next to 
foundation vents. Frequently prune and maintain plants in this zone to ensure vigorous growth and a low growth 
habit. Remove dead branches, stems, and leaves. Do not store fi rewood or other combustible materials in 
this area. Enclose or screen decks with metal screening. Extend gravel coverage under the decks. Do not use 
areas under decks for storage. 

If Ponderosa pine, aspen, or blue spruce are growing in this zone, consider them part of the structure and 
extend the distance of the entire defensible space accordingly. Isolate the tree from any other surrounding 
trees. Prune low-lying branches (ladder fuels that would allow a surface fi re to climb into the tree) and any 
branches that interfere with the roof or are within 10 feet of the chimney. In all other areas, prune all branches 
of shrubs or trees up to a height of 10 feet above ground (or 1/3 the height, whichever is the least).

Zone 2Zone 2
This zone features fuel reduction efforts and serves as a transitional area between Zones 1 and 3. The size of 
Zone 2 depends on the slope of the ground where the structure is built. Typically, the defensible space should 
extend at least 100 feet from the structure. Remove stressed, diseased, dead, or dying trees and shrubs. Thin 
and prune the remaining larger trees and shrubs. Be sure to extend thinning along either side of your driveway 
all the way to your main access road. These actions help eliminate the continuous fuel surrounding a structure 
while enhancing home site safety and the aesthetics of the property. Keep grass and wildfl owers under 8 inches 
in height. Regularly remove leaf and needle debris from the yard.

Zone 3Zone 3
This area extends from the edge of your defensible space to your property boundaries. The healthiest forest is 
one that has multiple ages, sizes, and species of trees where adequate growing room is maintained over time, 
so maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between the tops of trees. Remove ladder fuels, creating a separation 
between low-level vegetation and tree branches to keep fi re from climbing up trees. A greater number of wildlife 
trees can remain in Zone 3, but regularly remove dead trees and shrubs. Ensure trees in this area do not pose 
a threat to power lines or access roads. 

For more specifi c information on how to create defensible space in each zone around your home, go to 
http://static.colostate.edu/client-fi les/csfs/pdfs/FIRE2012_1_DspaceQuickGuide.pdf http://static.colostate.edu/client-fi les/csfs/pdfs/FIRE2012_1_DspaceQuickGuide.pdf 



Tax credit available for mitigation workTax credit available for mitigation work
As authorized by §39-22-104(4)(n), C.R.S., individuals, 
estates, and trusts may subtract from federal taxable 
income certain costs incurred while performing wildfi re 
mitigation measures on their property that meet the 
following qualifi cations and limitations:

• The taxpayer must own the property upon   
 which the wildfi re mitigation measures are   
 performed.
• The property must be located in Colorado   
 and within a wildland-urban interface area.
• For tax years 2009 through 2012 only, the   
 wildfi re mitigation measures must be    
 authorized by a community wildfi re protection   
 plan (CWPP) adopted by a local government   
 within the interface area.
• The total amount of the subtraction may not   
 exceed $2,500.
• The deduction is available for tax years 2009   
 through 2024.

An approved CWPP identifi es and prioritizes 
areas for hazardous fuel reduction treatments and 
recommends the types and methods of treatments. It 
also must recommend measures to reduce structural 
ignitability. Additional information regarding community 
wildfi re protection plans can be found online at                   
www.csfs.colostate.edu.www.csfs.colostate.edu.

CostsCosts

Costs include any actual out-of-pocket expense 
incurred and paid by the landowner and documented 
by receipt for performing wildfi re mitigation measures. 
The following expenses are specifi cally excluded within 
statute and do not qualify for this subtraction:

• Inspection or certifi cation fees
• In-kind contributions
• Donations
• Incentives
• Cost sharing
• Expenses paid by the landowner from any   
 grants awarded to the landowner for performing  
 wildfi re mitigation measures

Wildfi re mitigation measures include the following 
activities to the extent that they meet or exceed any 
Colorado State Forest Service standards or any other 
applicable state rules:

• Creating and maintaining a defensible space   
 around structures
• Establishing fuel breaks
• Thinning of woody vegetation for the    
 primary purpose of reducing risk to structures   
 from wildland fi re
• Secondary treatment of woody fuels by lopping  
 and scattering, piling, chipping, removing from  
 the site, or prescribed burning
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For more information regarding these and other wildfi re 
mitigation measures, visit www.csfs.colostate.eduwww.csfs.colostate.edu. For 
information about the tax credit, visit www.taxcolorado.www.taxcolorado.
comcom.
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Tour a Wildland Fire Prepared Home

DrDrrrivivewewayays s anand d AcAccecessss R Roaoadsds::DrDrrrivivewewayays s anand d AcAccecessss R Roaoadsds:: DrDrivivewewwayayayays s s ss shshshss ouououo ldldldd  
bebeb  d desesigignened d totoo a allllowowww fifififi r re e anand d ototheher r ememererrrgegegegegencncnnn yyyyy
vevehihiclcleses a andnd e eququipipmemememeentnt t to o rereacach h yoyourur h homomomome.e.e.e.e
AcAccecessss r roaoadsds s shohoululd d hahah veve a a m mininimimumum 1 10 000 fofofofootototot  
clcleaeararancnce e onon eeititheher r sisidede oof f ththe e trtravaveleleded ssececcctitiionononon ooooof f ff f
ththe e roroadadwaway y anand d shshououldldd aaallllllowow f foror t twowo-w-wayay t traraffiffiffiffif  ccc..
EnEnsusurere t thahat t alall l gagatetes s opopenen i inwnwarard d anand d arare e wiwidede  gggggggg ppp
eneneenene ouououououououuouughghghghghhghg  tttto ooo o oo acacacaacaccaccococococooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmododododododododdatatataatataaaa e eee emememmmmerererrrgegegegegencncncncncnccnccy yyy y yyy eqeqeqeqeqeqeqqequiuuuuuuiuu pmpmenent.t.tt   
LoLoLoLoLoLoLockcccckckckc edededededed ggggggggatatatesesess ssssshohhhohoulululululu d dd d d dd bebebebbb  eeequququipippippepepeped dd wiwiwiiiithththththhthtt  aaaaaaaaa K Knonox x x x BoBoBoBoBooBoBoBooB x x x x x xx 
orororororororororo  sssssssssssimiimmmmmmmmilililllarararrrr eeentntntryryyyy sssysysystetetem mmm thththatatat ccananan bbbbe ee acacacacacccececcecececeesssssssssssssss edededededddd bbbbbbbbbyy y y yyyy
ememememememerereererreree gegegeeeegegeg ncnncnccccncnccy yyy y yy y rerererererererespspspspspspspsps ononondededersrsrss qqquiuuiuiuiuiuuickckckccccc lylyly aaaaandndndndndndd ssssssafafafafafafafafelelelelelelelely.y.y.y.yyyyy
TrTrTrTrTTrimimimimim ttttttrererererereeesesesessesese  aaaaandndndndndd ssssshrhrhrhrhrubububbububbbubs ssssssss ovovovoovovverererererhahahahahangngngnnggininininining ggggg ththththhthe eeeee rorororororoadadaddadadaa  tttttto oooooo a aaaaa
mimimimimininininininiimumummumumumumum m mmm mmm ofofofofofofo  1111115 55 5 5 555 fefefefefefeeeeteeteteetetet tttttto ooooo alalalaalalllololololoow w w w www ememememememmerererererergegegegegeggeeeencncncncncncy y y y yyy vevevevevevevehihihihihiihiclclclclclclesesesessessee  ttttto o oooo

gg ggggg g

papapapapapaasssssssssss...

VeVeeVentntnn s:s:s:ssVeVeVeVentntnn s:s:s:s  AAAAAllllll vvvenenene t tt tt opopopopoppenenenenininninngsgssgssg  sssshohohohohooulululuu d d dd bebebebebeee cccccovovovovovererere ededeedededed  
wiwiwiwiwiw ththththth 1111111/8/8/8/8-i-i-i-incncncnch h hh orororor sssmamamaam lllllllerererer cccorororo rororoosisisisisiononononnnon rrrrrreseseseseseesisisssstatatatatatttt ntntntt  
mememememeeeshshshshsh. .. DoDoDoDoDDD  nnnototoot uuuusesesee fififi bbberererglglglglasasasass ss s ororororor pppplalalastststicicicc mmmesesese h h
bebebeebebecacacacacausususususe e e ee ththththththt osososo e e e e mamamamateteteteririrrialalala s s ss cacaacan n n n memememeeeemeeltltltlttlttltlt aaaaaaandndndnn  bbbbburururururn.n.nn
AtAtAtAttitititic c cc vevevevev ntntntnts s ss s inininnninnn eeeeeeavavavvvveseseseseseseses oooooooor rrr r r cocococornrnrnrnicicicicccceseseseseseseses ssshohohooohoululululullululululuuu d ddddddd bebebebebebb   
bababababaabafflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl eeeeeeeed dddddd d ororororororoo  ooooooththththththerererererwiwwiwiwiwisesesesese ppppprororororoteteteteteeeeectcctctctctctctededed ttto oooooooo prprprprprrpprp eveveve enenenenennnnt tttttt ttt
emememembebebebeber r ininntrtrtrrrrrrtrrusususususioiiioioioioion nnnnnn (m(m(m(m(mm(m(m(m((m( eseseseseseesssh hhhhhhhh isiisiss nnnototot eeenononoooooougugugguguu h)h)h)...

HoHoHoHHomememmmem  SSSSSititttite ee anananannnnd ddddddd YaYaYaYaYaYaYYardrdrdrdrdrdrr :::::HoHoHoHHomememmmem  SSSSSititttite ee anananannnnnd ddddddddd YaYaYaYaYaYaY rdrdrdrdrddrr ::::: EnEnEnE susureree yyyouououu h havavve e e atat l leaeaeaststs  a a 1 10000000 fffffffooooooooooooooot t tttt t
rararararadididididid ususususussus oooooof ffff dededed fefensnsnsibiblelee ssspapapacecece (((((trtrttrtreaeaeaeatettteteted dddddd vevevevevevegegegegegegegetatatatattatatitititititionononononononon) ) ) )))) ararararararara ouououououououo ndndnddndnnnnn  yyyyyyyyyououououououuouour r rrr rrrr
hohohomememee. .. NoNoNoteteteetee ttthahahh t t evevenen mmmororooorore eeee trtrtrtrtrt eaeaeaeaatmtmtmtmtmt enenenennnent t tttt mamamamay y y bebebe nnneeeeeedededed d ddd fofofofofofor r rrrrr
hohohomememees s s s inininin sssevevevererere e e fi fi rerere hhhazaza ararard ddd arara eaeaeaaaaas.s.s.s. LLLLLLLLoooooooook k k k bebebeebeeyoyoyoyoyoyondndndndndnd wwwwwwhahahahaat t t t t yoyoyoyou uuuuu owowowoowoo n nnnn
tototo dddetetettererermimiminenenee tthehehhee i impmpmpacacact t t a a aa cococommmmmmm onononoo  ssssslololopepepep  oooooor r r r nenenenneeigiggiggighbhbhbhbhbhbororo s’s’s’s’ss  yyyyyyararararara dddddd
wiwiw llll hhhavavava e e onoonon yyyououour r r prprpropopopererertytytyt  ddddurururinininng ggg a a a wiwiwiwiwildldldldfi fi fi fi rererererere. .. ReReReReReReRRememememememembmbmbmbmbm ererere  ttthehehehehehe  
imimimimpopopoortrtrttanananana cececec  ooof f f rorooututu ininnine ee mamamaainininintetetenananancncncncce.e.
CuCuCuCut ttt drdrdrd y y yyy weweweweededededs ss ananana d ddd grgrgrgrasasass s bebebefofofoorerere nnnoooooon n whwhw enen tttemempeperaraatutuureres s s araraaa e e ee
cococoololololerererer tttto o o o rererereedudududucececece ttthehehehe cccchahahaancncnce e e e ofofofof ssspapapaarkrkining g a a fi fi fifirere..
LaLaLandndndndscscscsscapapapappe eee wiwiwiwww thththth fifififi rrrre-e-e-e-e rererer sisiss stststs ananant t t plplplp anananantstststs ttthahahahah t t t hahahaveveve aaa hhhigigigi h hh momom isisisstututuurererer   
cocococontntntntenenenennt t t anananand ddd ararare e e e lolololoow-w-w-ww grgrgrgrg owowowowowo inining.g.g..
KeKeKeKeepepepepepepp wwwwwoooooooodpdpdpililileseseses, ,,, prprprpropopopopananananne e e e tatatat nknknknknknks,s,s,s  aaaandndndnddd cccomomomombubububustststttibibibibbblelelelelee mmmatatatatererereriaiaiialslss  
awawawawa ayayayayy fffffrororororom mmm yoyoyoyourururu  hhhhomomomome ee ananand d d dd ototototheheheheheer r r r r stststrurururrr ctctctturururesesesse  ssssucucucucch hh asasasas ggggggararararragagagagageseseses, , 
babababababarnrnrnrnns,sss,s, aaaandndndndn  sssheheheheeedsdsdsdsd ..

TrTrTrTrTrT eeeeeeeeeee BBBBBBrararararancncnccncchehehehhheh s:s:s:s:ss:  TrTrTrTrTreeeeeeeeeee BBBBBBrararararancncnccncchehehehheh s:s:ss:ss: TrTrTTTrTrrimimimimiimmm aaaallllllllll  tttttrererereee eeee brbrbrbrbranananananchchchchhcheseseseesesss ttttoooo o 
a aaaaa mimimimmimininininin mumumuumumum mmmmm dididididdiststssts anananannnncecececee oooof f f ff teteteten n nnnn fefefefeeeetetete  ffffrorororoom m m mm yoyoyoyooourururururur  
hohohohohomemememememe, ,,,, enenenenenensususususuriiririrringngngngngng tttttthahahahahahaat t t t t thththththhtheyeyeyeeeye  aaaaaarererereere nnnnnotototot ttttououououchchchchc ininininng ggggggg
anananaand/d/d/d/ororororor hhhhhhhanananananana gigigigigigingngngngngn  ooooooovevevevevevever rr rr yoyyoyoyoyoyouruurururu  hhhhhhomomomomomomme.e.e.ee.

RoRoRoRoofofoof::RoRoRoRoofofoof:: YYYououour r r r rorororoofffofofof iiiiiis s ss ththhththththe eee momomomomomoststsstsstst vvvvvvvululullululululnenenennnneneraraaraaarablblblblbblble eeeeee papapaappaapartrtrtrrttrtt oooooooof ffffff yoyoyoyoyoyoururururuur hhhhhomomomomo e e e e bebebebebebeeeecacacacacacaausususussuse ee e 
ititititit cccananan eeeasasasililily y y cacacatcttctch hhh fi fififi firerererere fffffrororororom mmm wiwiwiwindndndndnd-b-b-b-blolololoownwnwnwn eeeeeembmbbmbmbmbm erererererers.ss.s.s.s. HHHHomomomomommeseseseseseses wwwwwitititititith hhhhhhh wowowowowowoodododododdod--
shshshshakakake ee ororor wwwoooooood dd shsshininglgle e roroofofs s arare e atat hhhigigh hh ririririsksksksk oooof f f f bebebbebeininng g g dedeeedeedestststststststrororororooyeyeyeyeyeyeyed dddddd dududdudududuuririririrrr ngngngng  
a a a aa wiwiwiwwwiw ldldldldlalalalalaandnddd fififififi rrre.e.
BuBuBuililild ddddd yoyoyoururur rrroooooof f f orororo  rre-e-e--rororoofofofff wwwwwitititth hhhh ClClCCClasasass s sss A AAA A fi fififi firererree-r-r-r-rrratatatataa edededed mmmmmatatatatata ererererre iaiaaiaalslls sssucucucucucuch hhhhh asasasasasasas  
cococompmpmpososossitititioioion nn shshshinini glglgllgg esess, , memmemeem tatal,l, ooooor rr r r tititiilellle. . BlBlBlBBlocoococock kkkk anananananna y yyy y spspspspspspacacacacacaceseseseseses bbbbbbeteteteteteetweweweww enenenenenn rrrrrroooooooooof f f 
dededeckckckiniing g g ananand dd cococovevveeriririiringngngng ttto ooo o prprrpreveveveeveneneeneene t t t emememmbebeber rr ininintrttrrrusuususioioioioion.n.n.n.
ClClC eaear r pipinene n neeeedldldlesesesees, ,, leleleavavavvvesesesesees, ,, anaanananand dddd ototottheheheher rr dededeeebrbrbrrrb isisisiis fffrorororoorom mmmmmmm yoyoyoyoyoyoururuuuruuru  rrrrroooooooooooooof f f fff ananannd dddd
gugutttterers.s.

AdAdAdAdAdAdA drdrdrdrdrdresesesesesessssssAdAdAdAdAdAdA drddrdrdrdresesesesesessssss: ::::: PoPoPoPoPoPosttstststs  yyyyyyououououour rrr adadadadddrdrddrdresesee s s wiwiththhh  
4”4”4”4”4” rrrefleflefleflefl eeeeectctctctctivivivivive ee nunumbmbm ererererrs s sss ththhththhtht atatatatatatat cccccccccanananananaaaa  bbbe ee 
seseseseeseenenenene frfromom t theheee rrrroaoaooo d d inini  a alllll w weaeaththhherererrrr  
cocondnddndditititititioioiionsnsn ..



 READY, SET, GO! | 7 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,, |||||||||||||||||||

GaGararagege::GaGararagege:: HaHaveve a a fi fi r re e exextitingnguiuishsherer a andnd t toooolsls s sucuch h 
asas a a s shohovevel,l, r rakake,e, b bucuckeket,t, a andnd h hoeoe a avavaililabablele f foror fi fi r re e 
ememerergegencncieiei s.s.
InInstststalalall l l a aa a sosososolililid d d dododoororor wwwititith hh seseselflflf-c-cclolooosisisisis ngngngngggg hhhhhhhinininininini geggegeges s bebebebebeebeebetwtwtwtwwtwttwtweeeeeeeeeeeeen nnnnn
thththe e e e gagagagaararararararagegegegege aaandnd l livivining g arararararararareaeaeeaeaeaeaeee . .... InInnnnstststststalalalaalalall lllllll weweweweweweataaatheheeeher r rr ststririiippppppppppppppininininining gggggg
arararararararououououooundndndndndd aaaaandndndndndn  uuuundndndn erer d doooorsrsrsrrsrr  tttttto oo prprprprprprevevevevevve eneneneneennnt t t t t t emememeeme beber r inintrtrususioion.n.nnnn
StStStSttStSttororororre e ee e alalalalala l l l lll cocococoocombmbmbmbm ususu titit blblblblesesesssssse  aaaaaaandndndndndndn  flflflflflfl aaammmmmmmmabababababablelelelelelele llllliqiquiuidsds a awaway y 
frfrfrfrfrfrrfrf omomomomomomomom iiiiigngngngngngnngnitititittitioioiooioioon n n n nn sosososoururrurcecececees.s.s.s...

REREADADA YY,Y, SSSSETETETTE ,, GOGOGOO!!!!! |||||| 777

IIIIInsnsnsididide:e:e:nsnsnsididide:e:e: KKKeeeeeep pp wowoworkrkrkinining gg fi fi fi rerere eeeextxtxtxtxtxtininininnini guguguguguisisssssssheheheheheheheersrsrsrsrssrs ooooooon n hahahahaaaandndndndndndnd iiiiinn nnnnn
acacaccececessssssibibiblelele lllocococatatatioioionsnsns...
InInInstststalalall ll smsmsmokokoke ee alalalarararmsmsms ooon n n eaeaeachchchch llleveveve elelel ooof f f yoyoyoururur hhhomomome ee anananananand d d d d d nenenenenenen araaraaaa   
bebebedrdrdroooooomsmsms. .. TeTeTestst t thehehem mm momomom ntntnthlhlhlhly y y y ananand ddd chchchc ananana gegege tttheheheeee bbbbatatatteteteriiiririeseseseseseses  
eaeachchch yyyeaeaar.r.
WhWhWhenenen rremememodododelelelininng,g,g  i insnsstatatalllll  rresesesidididenenentititialalal sssprprprinininnnklklklererere s s s inininn yyyyouououo r rr 
hohohomememe aaaaandndndnnnd mmmaiaiaintntntaiaiain n n thththhe e e sysysystststtemememem aaas sss susususuuggggggggg esesesese tetetet d d d d bybybby ttthehehee  
ininnstststsss alalleleeer.r.

VeVeVeVeV gegegegetatatatatitititiionononono ::::VeVeVeVeV gegegegetatatatatitititiiononononn:::: BeBeBeBeBe ssssurure e tototo rrrrememmmmovovvoveeeee alalaaa l l fl fl amammamamamablble e 
vevevevegegegegetatatatatititit onononono  wwwwitititthihihihih n nnnnnnn fi fi fi fi vevevee fffeeeeet t ofofo  yyyyyouour r hohomememeee, , papartrticicululararrrlylylyyy  
jujuujujunininininipeper r bububububushshshshshesesesees aaaandnndndnd oooththererr hhhhhigigigigighlhlhhlhly y yy y fl fl flflflamammmmamamamablble e eee plplananantststtss..
WhWhWhWhhenenenenen lllllananananandsdsdsdscacacacapipiingngnngn  aaaroroununuu d ddd yoyoyoyourururur hhhhhhomomomome,e,eeee  ccccconononononsisisisisidededdder r rr hohohohohow w ww
eaeaeaeaee sisisisilylylylyly tttthehhehe pppplalalalantntntntnnts s ss yoyoyoyyou uuuu chchchooooooooseseses  ccccououldld c catatchch o on n fi fi rereree...

WaWaWaWaWaWaWaWateteteteeter r r rr SuSuSuSuSupppppppppppplylylylylyly: :::WaWaWaWaWaaWaateteteteeter rr rr SuSuSuSuSupppppppppppplylylylylyly::::: HaHaHaHaHaHaH veveveve mmmmmmmmululululultitititit plplplplplple eeeee gagagagagaardrdrdrdrdrddenenenenenen hhhhhosossososososeses t thahat t t
arararararare e e e e e lololololoongngngngngngn  eeeeeenononononougugugugugugu h hhhh tottototo rrreaeaeaeaeaachchchch aaaaanynynynynyyn  aaaaaarererererer a a a a a a ofofofofofof yyyyyyououououuoour rrr r hohomeme  
anananaanand dddd ototototottheheheheheh r r r rr stststststsstrurururuructcctctururu esesesses o on n yoyoyoyoyourururrur pppppprororororopepepepepertrtrtrttrty.y.y.y.y.yy.    
IfIfIfIfIfIf yyyyyyououououu hhhhhavavavvvave eeeee a a a popopopopoololololo , ,,,, popopopopondndddddndndd, , wewewelllllll, , ororororororror iiiiiirrrrrrrrrrrrigigigigigigigatatatattatatioioioiioioion nnnn n n diddddididd tctctccccccch,hhh,h,,  
cococ nsnsssididdderererr aaaaa pppppumumumumummppp.

WaWaWaWaWW lllls:s:WaWaWaWW lllls:s: WWWWWWoooooooood ddddddd prprprprprprp ododododdododucuctstssss, ,, susususuchchcchh a as s bobobbbbb araraa dsdsssd , ,,,, papappapapapaaneneneneneneelslsslsll , , ororor  
shshshshshininnii glglglggg esesesesese , , ararararrrararre eeeeeeee cococococococoommmmmmmmmmmmmm onono  ssssididddininining g gg mamaaamateteeririr alals.s. HHHHHHHowowowowowowo evevevvererer, , thtthheyeyeyeyyyy  
arararararrrare eeee cocooooombmbmbmbususuusuususususuu tititititiit blblblblblbbb e eeeeee ananananananaa d ddddd nonononnn t tt gogogogoooggoododododododoo  c chohohhh icicesesss fffffforororororororoo  fifififififififi rrrrrre-e-e-e-e-e-prprprprprprononononeeeeeee
araaaaaraa eaeaeaeaeaaas.s.s.ss.sss
BuBuuuuuuuuilililililild d d d d ororororooror rrrrrremememmemememodododododododdodo elelelelelelel wwwwwwwwitititititittith h h hhh fi fi fi fi fifi rererererereee-r-r-r-r-r-r-resesesesesesisisisisissi tatatatatataaantntntntntntnt bbbbbbbuiuiuiuiuildldldldldldinininininninning gggggg mamamamamaamamamam teteteteteteteteririririririririalalalalalalaa ss sss s s ss
sususususuuuuchchchchhchchhh aaaaaas ssssss brbrbrbrbrbrricicicicicicccick,k,k,k,kk,k,k,kkk, cccccccccemememememmememenenenenenene t,tt,t,t, mmmmmmmmasasasasasasaa ononononononryryryryryy, ,,, orooroorororo  ssssstututututuuccccccccccccccco.o.o.o.o.o.o. BBBBBBBBBe e e eeee susususuuusuurererererere tttttto o oo o
exexexexexexexexteteteteteendndnddndndd tttttttthohohohohohohohoohoh seseseseseseseseesee mmmmmmmmmmatatatatatatataa erererereereriaiaiaai lslslsls ffffrorororom mmmmm fofofofounununnnnnnnndaddadatititiononn ttttto oo roroooofofofofofo ...

EaEaEaEaaEaveveveveev s:s:s:s::s   EaEaEaEaEaveveveveev s:s:s:s:s BoBoBBoBoB x x x inininin eeeeeavavavavavesesesesees wwwwititti h hhh nononononn n-n--n-n-
cocococoocoombmbmbmbmbmbbbusususustitititiblblblblbb e e e ee mamamamamatetetetet ririririir alalalaalaa s sssss tototototo pppppprererereveveveveentntntntnt aaaan n nnnn
acacacaccccucucucucuc mumumumuumulalaalaatitititionononono  oooooof ff ff ememememememmbebebebebbb rsrsrsrs.....

FeFeFeFeFeFeFeFeFeFeFencncncncncncncccinininininingggggggggFeFeFeFeFeFeeFeFeFeFenccncncncncncccininininininggggggggg: ::::: UsUsUsUsUsUsUsUsUsUse e e e e e eeee nonononononoonon n-n-n-n-cococ mbmbmbbusuusssstitttitt blbblble eeee ee
fefefefefefefeefeeencnncncncncncncn iniinininininnng ggggggg totototototototo ppppppppprororororororor teteteteteetetetectcttcct y youour r hohohomememe aaaaandnnnnnndnnn   
otoototototottotheheheheheheheheeher rrr rrr r ststststststtstststrururururururruruructctctctctctctctctc ururururururururuureseseseseseseses ddddururuurururururininiining g gggg a aaa wiwiwiwildldldddddfi fi fi rererereeeeeee....

WiWiWiWiWW ndndndnndowowowoowws:s:s:s:s    WiWiWiiWiW ndnddn owowowowws:s:s:ss HeHeHeHeatatataat fffffrorororoorom mmm a a aa aaaa wiwiwiwwiw ldldlddlddfi fifi fi rerererreree cccccanananann cccccauauauauusesesese wwwwwininnnndodododdoowswswsww  tttto o oo brbrbrbrb eaeaeak k kkk bebebebefofofoorerere  
thththhthe e e hohohooh memememem  iiiiigngngngngng ititittesesesesss. .. BrBrBrBBrokokokokenenen wwwwwwinininindododoodowswswss aaaallllllowowowwoww bbbbbbbururuuururrniniinin ngngngng eeembmbmbmbbbm ererererrerrs s s ss totottototo eeeeentntntnttnterererr  
ananannanand d d dd ststststttararaaraa t t tt fi fi fi fi fifirerererees s s ss s ininninnsisisiss dedededdededd  ttttthehehehehehh  hhhhhomomomomme.e.e.ee.e  SSSSSSininininininglglglglgllg e-e-e-e-e papapapappanenenenened d dddd anananananannd dddd lalalaalaargrgrgrgrrge ee wiwiwiiw ndndndndnndowowowowowws sss ararara e ee
papapapapaaartrtrtrticiciciccculululularararararlylylylylyl  vvvvvvululullulnenenenenerararrarablblblblblble.e.e.e.ee.
InInInInnststststs alalalalall llll dududududdudualalalaall-p-p-p-pp-ppanananaanedededededddde  wwwwwininininndodododod wswswswsw  wwwwwwwititititith hhhhhh anananananann eeeeextxtxtxtxterererereere ioioioioioior r rrr papapapapaap nenenenene oooof f f f ff teteteteet mpmpmpmpmperererereredededededed ggggglalalalalasssssssssss  
tototooto rrredededddede ucucucuccce e ee e thththththtthe eeee chchchchchananananaa ceccecececec  ooooof f ff f brbrbrbrbrb eaeaeeaaaae kakakakaak gegegegegegee ddddddduruuurururinininininnng ggggggg a aaaaa fi fi fifirerereee. ... LiLiLiLLimimimmiimit t tt ththththththe eeeee sisisissis zezezezezeez  aaaandndndndnnndnd  
nunumbmberer o of f wiwindndowows s inin y youour r hohomeme t thahat t fafacece l larargege a arereasas o of f vevegegetatatitionon  yyy gggggg gg
bebebecacacausususe e e wiwiwindndndowowows s s alaalalaaa sososossosoo aaallllllowowow rrrrrrradadadadadadaaaa iaiaiaiiii ntntnt hhheaeaeeaaaaaeae t t tt ttt t totototototooto pppppppppasasasasasaasasasass s sssss ininininnni tototototototoo tttttttthehehehehehehehhe hhhhhhhhomomomoooo e e ananananannnd ddddd
igigignininiteteteteteteteteeee cccomomombububustststibibibleleleeee mmmmmmmmmatatatatattata ererererereriaiaaiaii lslslsssss, ,,,,, sususususuuuusuchchchchchchc  aaaaaas s ss ssss cucucucucuucucucuurtrtrtrtrtttrtrtaiaiaiaiiaiaiaiaia nsnsnsnsnsnssnsns aaaaaaaaandndndndnddnddnddn  uuuuuuuuuuphphpphphphhhholololololoololststststststtereeeree y.y.y



8  | | READY, SET, GO!

Create a Family Disaster Plan that 
includes meeting locations and 
communication plans and rehearse it 
regularly. Include the evacuation of large 
animals, such as horses, in your plan.
Have fi re extinguishers on hand and 
teach your family how to use them.
Ensure that your family knows where 
your gas, electric, and water main shut-
off controls are and how to use them.
Plan and practice several different 
evacuation routes.
Designate an emergency meeting 
location outside the fi re hazard area.
Assemble an emergency supply kit as 
recommended by the American Red 
Cross. Keep an extra kit in your vehicle.
Appoint an out-of-area friend or relative 
as a point of contact so you can 
communicate with family members.
Maintain a list of emergency contact 
numbers in your emergency supply kit.
Have a portable radio or scanner so you 
can stay updated on the fi re and weather 
emergency announcements.
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Now that you’ve done everything you can to 
protect your house, it’s time to prepare your 
family. Your Wildfi re Action Plan must be 
prepared with all members of your   
household well in advance of a fi re.

Use these checklists to help you prepare your Wildfi re Action Plan. Each family’s plan will be different, 
depending on their situation. Rehearse your plan with your entire family regularly.
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Monitor fi re weather conditions and fi re status. See 
www.inciweb.nwcg.govwww.inciweb.nwcg.gov. Stay tuned to your TV or local 
radio stations for updates.
Evacuate as soon as you are ‘set!’  
Alert family and neighbors.  
Dress in appropriate clothing (i.e., clothing made from 
natural fi bers, such as cotton, and work boots). Have 
goggles and a dry bandana or particle mask handy.
Ensure that you have your emergency supply kit on 
hand that includes all necessary items, such as a battery 
powered radio, spare batteries, emergency contact 
numbers, and a lot of drinking water. 
Remain close to your house, drink plenty of water, and 
ensure your family and pets are accounted for until you 
are ready to leave. 

□

□
□
□

□

□

INSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME ALLOWSINSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME ALLOWS
Close all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked.  
Remove all shades and curtains from windows. Move 
furniture to the center of the room, away from windows 
and doors.  
Turn off pilot lights and air conditioning. 
Leave your lights on so fi refi ghters can see your  
house under smoky conditions. 
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OUTSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME ALLOWSOUTSIDE CHECKLIST, IF TIME ALLOWS
Bring combustible items from the exterior of the 
house inside (e.g., patio furniture, children’s 
toys, door mats, etc.) If you have a pool, place 
combustible items in the water.
Turn off propane tanks and other gas at the meter. 
Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running. They 
can effect critical water pressure.  
Leave exterior lights on.
Back your car into the driveway to facilitate a 
quick departure. Shut doors and roll up windows.  
Have a ladder available.  
Patrol your property and extinguish all small fi res 
until you leave.  
Cover attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood 
or commercial seals if time permits. 

□

□

□
□
□
□
□
□

SURVIVAL TIPS: IF YOU ARE TRAPPEDSURVIVAL TIPS: IF YOU ARE TRAPPED

Stay in your home until the fi re passes. Shelter 
away from outside walls.  
Bring garden hoses inside house so embers and 
flames do not destroy them.  
Look for spot fi res and extinguish if found inside  
the house.  
Wear long sleeves and long pants made of 
natural fi bers, such as cotton.
Stay hydrated.
Ensure you can exit the home if it catches fi re 
(remember if it’s hot inside the house, it is four 
to fi ve times hotter outside).
Fill sinks and tubs for an emergency water 
supply. Place wet towels under doors to keep 
smoke and embers out.
After the fi re has passed, check your roof and 
extinguish any fi res, sparks, or embers. Check 
the attic as well. 
If there are fi res that you cannot extinguish, call 
9-1-1.
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By leaving early, you give your family the best chance 
of surviving a wildland fi re. You also help fi refi ghters 
by keeping roads clear of congestion, enabling 
them to move more freely and do their job in a safer 
environment. 

WHEN TO LEAVE WHEN TO LEAVE 
Do not wait to be advised to leaveDo not wait to be advised to leave if there is a possible 
threat to your home or evacuation route. Leave early 
enough to avoid being caught in fi re, smoke, or 
road congestion. If you are advised to leave by local 
authorities, do not hesitate! 

WHERE TO GOWHERE TO GO 
Leave to a predetermined locationLeave to a predetermined location (it should be a low-
risk area, such as a well-prepared neighbor or relative’s 
house, a Red Cross shelter or evacuation center, motel, 
etc.) 

HOW TO GET THEREHOW TO GET THERE 
Have several travel routesHave several travel routes in case one route is blocked 
by the fi re or by emergency vehicles. Choose the safest 
route away from the fi re. 

WHAT TO TAKE WHAT TO TAKE 
Take your emergency supply kitTake your emergency supply kit containing your family 
and pet’s necessary items.

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES LIST    EMERGENCY SUPPLIES LIST    
The American Red Cross recommends every The American Red Cross recommends every 
family have an emergency supply kit assembled family have an emergency supply kit assembled 
long before a wildland fi re or other emergency long before a wildland fi re or other emergency 
occurs. Use the checklist below to help assemble occurs. Use the checklist below to help assemble 
yours. For more information on emergency yours. For more information on emergency 
supplies visit supplies visit www.redcross.org/get-helpwww.redcross.org/get-help.

Three-day supply of water (one gallon per Three-day supply of water (one gallon per 
person, per day) and non-perishable food for person, per day) and non-perishable food for 
family (3 day supply).family (3 day supply).
First aid kit and sanitation supplies.First aid kit and sanitation supplies.
Flashlight, battery-powered radio, and Flashlight, battery-powered radio, and 
extra batteries.extra batteries.
An extra set of car keys, credit cards, cash, An extra set of car keys, credit cards, cash, 
or traveler’s checks.or traveler’s checks.
Extra eyeglasses, contact lenses, prescriptions, Extra eyeglasses, contact lenses, prescriptions, 
and medications.and medications.
Important family documents and contact Important family documents and contact 
numbers, including insurance documents.numbers, including insurance documents.
Map marked with evacuation routes.Map marked with evacuation routes.
Easily carried valuables and irreplaceable items.Easily carried valuables and irreplaceable items.
Personal electronic devices and chargers.Personal electronic devices and chargers.
Note: Keep a pair of old shoes and a Note: Keep a pair of old shoes and a 
fl ashlight handy in case of a sudden evacuation fl ashlight handy in case of a sudden evacuation 
at night.at night.

GO! | Leave EarlyGO! | Leave Early
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WildlandFireWildlandFire
ACTION PLAN

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Out-of-Area Contact ______________________________________________  Phone: ________________________

Work  ______________________________   ______________________________    _______________________

School ______________________________   ______________________________    _______________________

Other ______________________________   ______________________________    _______________________

EVACUATION ROUTES
1  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

2  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

3  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

WHERE TO GO
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

LOCATION OF EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT(S)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTES
______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact your local fi re department for more tips to prepare before a wildland fi re.Contact your local fi re department for more tips to prepare before a wildland fi re.

Write up your Wildland Fire Action Plan and post it in a location where every                           
member of your family can see it. Rehearse it with your family. 

During high-fi re-danger days in your area, monitor your local media for 
information and be ready to implement your plan. Hot, dry, and windy                     

conditions create the perfect environment for a wildland fi re.
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ACTION PLAN

www.wildlandfi reRSG.org

Residential Safety Checklist
Tips To Improve Family and Property Survival During A Wildland Fire

Get ready
 Dispose of or relocate combustible material from around your home.

 Trim trees and bushes allowing ample space between your home and
 landscape vegetation.

Be prepared
 Arrange your ‘Go-Kit’ with prescription medication, emergency supplies,   
 important documents, and other essential items.

 Create your own action plan; involve your family and practice exit plans from  
 the home and neighborhood frequently.

 Be sure you’re familiar with local emergency notifi cation systems and 
 evacuation systems.

Act early
 Get your ‘Go-Kit’ and leave well before the threat approaches following a   
 planned accessible route.

 Stay aware of the situation and follow your plan.

 Cooperate with local authorities during evacuation and re-entry processes.

IAFC’s Community Wildfi re Readiness and associated programs are funded in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service. In accordance with In accordance with 
Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). To fi le a complaint alleging discrimination, write USDA, Director, Offi ce of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call toll free voice (866) 632-9992, TDD (800) 877-8339, or voice 
relay (866) 377-8642. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

y
your ‘Goo-Kit’ and leave well before the threat approachhes follow
ned access ble route.

ware of the ssiti uation and follow your plan.

th local auth ri ation and re-en

range
mporta

Crea
the

y suppli

plans fro

et rea
combustible material fro

bushes allowing ample space between your
vegetation.

ed
e your ‘Go-
ant docume

e your own a
me and ne

emergency s

d practice e

alloowing am

BBe prepared
Kit’ with prescription medication

s, and other essential items.

n plaan; involve your family
hoood frequentlynd neighborhood frequently.

Be sure you’re familiar with local emergency notifi cation systems and 

on,
s.

mily and p

on, e
ms.

mily and pr

ript
er esse

involve y
frequently

cripti
her essen

involve yo
frequently.

u

ce exit p

su

ce exit pla

ort

reate yo
he home

ort

reate yo
he home 

-Kit
ments, a

n action 
eighborh

-Kit
ments, a

wn action p
neighborho

well before th

situation and follow your plan.

e threaefo

tion and follow your plan

uthorities during evacuati

evacuation systems.

Act earlyAct early

evacuation systems

A l

Get ready
e combustible material from 

es and bushes allowing ample space between your ho
e veg

rrange your ‘Go-Kit’ with prescription medication, emergency supplies
imp

Create your own action plan; involve your family and practice exit plans from

et your ‘Go-Kit’ and leave well before the threat approaches followin
nned accessible 

aware of the s

with local authorities during evacuation and re-entr

12  | | READY, SET, GO!


