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Protecting Your Home From Wildfire: Creating Wildfire Defensible Zones 
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Assessing Wildfire Hazards in the Home Ignition Zone







Aids to Determining Fuel Models For Estimating Fire Behavior

Gaining an Understanding of the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS)











Colorado Statewide Wildland Fire Management Annual Operating Plan 
Colorado Statewide Wildland Fire Management Annual Operating Plan 

Colorado Statewide Cooperative Wildland Fire Management 
and Stafford Act Response Agreement 

Inter-jurisdictional Cooperation 



Standardized Command and Control 

Mutual Aid 

State of Colorado, Department of Public Safety, Intergovernmental Agreement with 
the Board of County Commissioners for the County of Custer 

An Expanding Hierarchy of Resources 

Public Notification and Warning 





EZ School Reach, 



Evacuation and Sheltering 









Radiation

Convection:



Firebrands:

Firewise Construction:  Design and Materials.  





Zone One

Raking up pine needles 
is not a substitute for thinning and ladder fuel removal. 

Zone two:



Zone three:
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Fuel Break Guidelines for Forested Subdivisions and Communities
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cc

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS
User Community

0 10.5 Miles

Legend
Sangre Foothills CWPP Boundary

Custer County Private Parcels

Public Land

cc STAGING AREA

HWY 69

Roads

Rainbow Trail

Rate of Wildfire Spread
1: Very Low (0-132 ft/hr)

2: Low (132-264 ft/hr)

3: Moderate (264-792 ft/hr)

4: High (792-2640 ft/hr)

5: Very High (2640-3960 ft/hr)

6: Extreme (3960+ ft/hr)

Verdemont
Compartment

²

Forestree
Development, LLC

RD 182

RD 182

Predicted Rate of Wildfire 
Spread for the Sangre 

Foothills was generated via 
the Colorado Widfire Risk 

Assessment Portal

Community Wildfire Protection Plan
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Community Wildfire Protection Plan
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Appendix of Other Resources

Mountain wave Induced Windstorms West of Westcliffe, Colorado

Restoring Composition and Structure in Southwestern Frequent fire Forests
USDA Forest Service RMRS GTR 310, September 2013

Principles and Practices for the Restoration of Ponderosa Pine and Dry Mixed conifer Forests
of the Colorado Front Range
USDA Forest Service RMRS GTR 373, January 2018







Aids to Determining Fuel Models For Estimating Fire Behavior

Gaining an Understanding of the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS)



Appendix D
Glossary

Abiotic Factors:

Afforestation:

Aerial fuels:

Cambium:

Canopy:

Chain:

Chimney:

Class A Roof:

Class BRoof:

Class CRoof:

Clearcut:

Climax Forest:

CoarseWoody Debris (CWD):

Colorado Champion Tree:



Commercial Thinning:

Competing Vegetation:

Conifer:

Conservation:

Crown fire / Crowning:

Deciduous:

Defensible Space:

Defoliator:

Dripline:

Deforestation:

Eave Opening:

Ecosystem:

Ember:



Ember Outwash:

Escape route:
.

Extreme fire behavior:

Felling:

Firebrands:

Fire break:

Fire front / Flame front:

FireDependent:

Fire HazardMitigation:

Fire Management:

Fire Suppression:

Firewise:

Forest Fire:

Forest Type:

Fuel:

Fuel break:



Fuel Management:

Fuel reduction zone:

Germination:

Home Ignition Zone (HIZ):

Ladder Fuels:

Lines of Effort:

Maximum Density:

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA):

Phloem:

Pitch Tubes:

Prescribed Burning:

Ready, Set, Go (RSG):

Regeneration:

Saddle:

Safety zone:

Sapwood:



Serotinous:

Shaded fuel break:

Silviculture:

Snag:

Stand:

Spot Fire / Spotting:

Structure protection:

Structure triage:
defensibility

Succession (or Ecological Succession):

Surface fuels:

Survivable space:

Thinning:

Torching:

USDAFS:

Windbreak:



Wildland Urban Interface or Wildland Urban Intermix (WUI):

Interface
Intermix


